[image: image1.emf]  答案   Memorial Day ( 阵亡 将士 纪念日 )   is a national holiday observed ( 庆祝 )   in the  United States on the last Monday in May. It is the day when Americans honor  the women and men who have served in the military.   The Memorial Day holiday was first observed in 1868. The holiday was called  De coration Day ( 扫墓日 ) . The observance ( 庆祝 )   was at what was then known  as the National Cemetery in Arlington ( 阿灵顿 ) , Virginia, across the Potomac  River from Washington, D.C.   It is now known as Arlington National Cemetery.   More than four million people visit the cemetery every y ear.   It is the most famous national burial ( 埋葬 )   place in the United States. It  includes about 250 hectares ( 公顷 )   of rolling hills, and trees that were planted  hundreds of years ago. There are more than 8,000 trees of 300   species   in  the cemetery. Up and down the hills   are lines of simple white headstones  marking the graves ( 坟墓 ) . About 400 of the markers have gold letters on  them. These are the burial places of those who have been awarded the Medal  of Honor, the nation's highest military honor.   Among those buried at the ceme tery are military and political leaders, cabinet （ 内阁 的 ）   officers and Supreme Court justices （ 最高 法院 法官 ） . Astronauts,  explorers and athletes are also buried there. So are chaplains （ 牧师 ） , nurses,  slaves and even war correspondents （ 战地记者 ） .   Arlington is on the land that once belonged to Geo rge Washington Parke  Custis, a step - grandson of George Washington. The cemetery holds the  graves of soldiers who died in every war in American history. Some who  fought and died in the Revolutionary War in the 1700s were moved there  from a nearby cemetery.  
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